Parish News
Christmas gathering: The Par ish Council, along with Fr J ohn extend to all par ishioner s an invitation to
join us for a Christmas get together on Monday evening 17 December at 6pm. All drinks will be provided, however, we would appreciate anyone who is attending to please bring along a plate of 'Finger
Food' to share. Please mark this date in your diaries. We would love to see as many of our parishioners
as possible in attendance.
Christmas Time Masses:
24th Dec Monday : 6 pm. Solemnity of Nativity of the Lor d. * No Nativity Play
: 9 pm. Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord.
Fr John Khoái
Parish Priest
Tel : 07 5537 4320 - 3
Mob : 0427 777 500

th

25 Dec Tuesday : 9.30 am. Chr istmas Day Solemnity
: 5.30 pm. Christmas Day Solemnity
26th Dec Wed

: 9.30 am Feast of St Stephen, the first martyr

pp.rbay@bne.catholic.net.au

EPTPOS facility is now available for all tr ansactions with the Par ish, such as donations, chur ch
collections, contributions towards sacraments’ reception, purchase from Piety Store. This facility will be
available at Parish Office working hours and at all Weekend Masses via Piety Store/Sacristy.
th
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Weekly Diary : 10 —15 December 2018

Audrey Ho
Parish Secretary
Tel : 07 5537 4320 - 2
Parish address :
16 Simbai Street
Runaway Bay Q. 4216
Postal : PO Box 125
Runaway Bay Q4216
Tel : 07 5537 4320
Fax: 07 5537 5476

Monday 10th
Tuesday 11th

: 08.00 am. Mass, followed by Novena.
: 08.00 am. Mass followed by Eucharistic Adoration
: 10.30 am. Anointing Mass at Arcare Aged Center, Hope Island

Wednesday 12th
Thursday 13th
Friday 14th

: 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary.
: 09.30 am. Memorial of St Lucy, virgin, martyr, followed by Rosary.
: 09.30 am. Memorial of St John of the Cross, priest, doctor, followed by Rosary.

rbay@bne.catholic.net.au

Saturday 15th

: 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary.

Saturday 15th
Sunday 16th

: 5.30 pm.
: Third Sunday of Advent Year C
: 07.00 am. + 09.00 am. : Third Sunday of Advent Year C

Parish Office Hours Tues,
Wed, Thurs, Fri (Closed on
Monday): 8.45am-3pm

Parish Website :
www.holyfamilyrunawaybay.org.au

The 1st Evening Sunday Mass of January will be on the 06th at 5.30 pm. : Epiphany Sunday Year C

Mass Duty Roster : December 15th/16th 2018
Mass Co-ordinator
5.30pm
Monique Labutte
J & A Dorego

Lectors
Monique Labutte
June Molloy

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
Julie Dakin, June Molloy, Rachelle Broughton
Helen Topham, Jean Di Benedetto, Monique Labutte

Servers
Mia

7.00am
Michael Nicholson

Charmaine Battiss
Bianca Battiss

Bernadette Swindley, Rose Hessen
Christine McDougall

Brianna &
Ashley

9.00am
Michael Laidler

Lynne Adamson
Gina Abra

Pam Nelson, John Lynch, Rose Lopez
Michael Laidler, Joe Dorego, Chona Lopez

Jamili

Last Weekend’s Thanksgiving Program
Next Week’s Counting Team: No. 2 (10/12/2018)
1 Collection
2nd Collection
Piety Shop
St Anthony’s
$1097.65
$1747.60
$114.00
$68.50
st

God is more moved by the offering of our heart, than by the gifts we bring to the altar.
Let’s give with happiness and we will receive more in joy.

Ronnie Wilson
President of PPC
Tel 041 7004 942
Rachelle Broughton
Vice President of PPC
Tel 041 2463 720
Averil Dorego
Secretary of PPC
Tel 0439 992 154
Peter Fox
Chair of PFC
07 5510 9175
Jan Levinge
Marriage Coordinator
Kathy Fuller: Principal
St Francis Xavier School
Tel : 07 5537 2633
Fax: 07 5537 9946

kfuller@bne.catholic.edu.au

Reconciliation at 4.00pm
1st Saturday of the month.
Baptism Preparation at
7pm 1st Thurs of the month

02nd Sunday of Advent Year C 09th December 2018—Issue No. 305

PREPARE!
Today we light the purple candle, the candle of pr epar ation. Pur ple is the colour of
royalty. We have heard the message: Prepare the way for the Lord who is the King. Clear
the road for him. Valleys will be filled; mountains and hills made level; curves will be
straightened, and rough places made smooth; and then all people will see the salvation of
God.
Are we ready for that? I’m not asking you if you are ready for the activities of
Christmas, such as shopping and gift-giving, parties and holidays planning. What I’m
asking is are you ready for the real Christmas, ready for the person of Christmas, Jesus
Christ, our Saviour, the Messiah, the King. Are you ready to experience the person of
Christmas, who can make a difference for you this Christmas?
The goal of the Advent season is for us to get r eady to pr epar e the way for J esus, to
get ready to honour him above all and to make him the centre of not only our celebration,
but most importantly of our being and the centre of our lives. If we want to experience the
real Christmas, let us keep our focus on Jesus, who is the reason for this season.
If you are determined to keep your focus on Jesus, repent. Repentance is changing
directions. Repentance means that you are going one way and you make a complete and
total turn and go the other way. It means to “clear the road for the Lord.” What’s on your
road? Only you can answer that question. As we draw nearer and nearer to Christmas, let’s
make sure that we don’t let the deters and the distractions and the twists and turns keep us
from finding Jesus.
The 2nd point is as important as the first one. Keep your focus on other s. If you allow
Jesus to be your focus and to have the highest priority in your lives, then you must quit
noticing yourselves and start noticing those around you. There is no way that you and I can
keep our eyes on Jesus and not see those around us. It is hard to keep our focus in Jesus
and not be a blessing to other people. So, if you want to really make this Christmas
different from all the others in your life, then get your eyes off yourselves and start looking
at those around you. There are people in this church right now that need you.
Do you know why? It is said, “Christmas is the only holiday that persecutes the
lonely, the frayed and the rejected.” Christmas is the happiest time of the year, but for a lot
of people this time of the year is the most miserable time. So, if we are going to prepare
the way for the Lord as we should, then let us be hypersensitive of looking at the needs
around us. Be compassionate to each other. Be patient with each other. Lend a helping
hand.
Jean Ruysbroeck wrote: “If you are in ecstasy and your brother has need of some
tea, put aside your ecstasy and bring him the tea. The God you are leaving is less certain
than the God you are finding.” (Bernard Bro, O.P., Happy Those W ho Believe, p. 105)
This is your challenge to put it into practice. Don’t talk it but do it. Sometimes it is not
something extraordinary. Sometimes it is just simple things in everyday living. Look for
ways to bless other people. Only when we prepare the way for the Lord, only when we
clear the road for him, can Christmas really make a difference in our life.
Fr. John Khoái

LITURGY OF THE LIVING WORD
FIRST READING Baruch 5:1-9 God will show your splendour, O Jerusalem, everywhere under
heaven.
Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on forever the beauty of
the glory from God. Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; put on your head the
diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; for God will show your splendour everywhere under heaven.
For God will give you evermore the name, “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.” Arise, O Jerusalem,
stand upon the height; look toward the east, and see your children gathered from west and east at the
word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered them. For they went out from you on
foot, led away by their enemies; but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal
throne. For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low and the
valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. The
woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel at God’s command. For God will lead Israel with
joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and righteousness that come from him.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 126:1-6 R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with
joy.
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. Then our mouth was
filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. R.
Then it was said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.” The Lord has done
great things for us, and we rejoiced. R.
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the desert of the Negev. May those who sow
in tears reap with shouts of joy. R.
Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy,
carrying their sheaves. R.
SECOND READING Philippians 1:3-6, 8-11 In the day of Christ, may you be pure and blameless.
My brothers and sisters, I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in
every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until
now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to
completion by the day of Jesus Christ. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more
with knowledge and full insight so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of
God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 3:4, 6 Alleluia, alleluia! Pr epar e the way of the Lor d, make
straight his paths: all people shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia
GOSPEL Luke 3:1-6 All flesh shall see the salvation of God.
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the
wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of
one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make
his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and
hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the
rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of
God.’”
COMMUNION ANTIPHON Baruch 5:5;4:36 J er usalem, ar ise and stand upon the heights, and
behold the joy which comes to you from God.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND DECEASED
RECENTLY DECEASED: Lindsay Keith Lewis, Rita Ryan, Ver a Constance Van Ooy, Eugene Doddy

ANNIVERSARIES: Tony Lawson, Br ian Dwyer , Anne Sutton, Cecily Agnes Kehoe, Delma Watson
SICK LIST: J oy Gr onow, J evon Gr onow, Val Mai McEr lean, Ther esa Pinto, Mar ie J eanette Mar tin, Bill Walker ,
Aaron Murphy, Courtney Blount, Claire Mallon, Eileen O’Connor, Reginald Cox, Simon Stretton, Philomena McAloon,
Margaret Kwong, Letty O’Sullivan, Tony Collett, Val Wolfenden, Ben Cebuliak, Marilyn Rodgers, Frank Hewitt, Anthony
Donellan, Dolores Kilian, Robert Duff, Mary Ann Boeheme, John Nekvapal, Maureen Currie, Harry Hunter, Margaret
Wiersma, Madeline Hodgetts, Erin Mehmet, Nancy Kelly, Tamara Toms, Baby Charlie Shirran, Bernie Pack, Elizabeth
Norris, Stephen Deshaies, Patricia Ryder, Ken Hannam, Kelly Blount, Gail Callaghan, Pistang Retute, Vanessa Pritchard,
Carol Johnston
PRAYER: O Lor d J esus Chr ist, r est your wear y ones, bless your dying ones, soothe your suffer ing ones, pity your
afflicted ones, shield your joyous ones, and all for your love’s sake. Amen. (St Augustine)

