Parish News
Christmas Time Masses:
24th Dec Monday:
6 pm. Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord. * No Nativity Play
9 pm. Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord.
25th Dec Tuesday Christmas Day Solemnity
9.30 am. Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord
5.30 pm. Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord
Fr John Khoái
Parish Priest
Tel : 07 5537 4320 - 3
Mob : 0427 777 500

26th Dec Wednesday
9.30 am Feast of St Stephen, the first martyr
On behalf of the Parish, I would like to thank ever yone of you who has helped the Par ish and School
Communities in many ways during the year 2018. May the Lord reward you for your wonderful
generosity. I pray that you will keep on giving the Parish the best you have. May God’s blessings visit
your life and home and overshadow you with abundance this Christmas and New Year. Fr. John Khoái.
EPTPOS facility is now available for all tr ansactions with the Par ish, such as donations, chur ch
collections, contributions towards sacraments’ reception, purchase from Piety Store. This facility will
be available at Parish Office working hours and at all Weekend Masses via Piety Store/Sacristy.
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Audrey Ho
Parish Secretary
Tel : 07 5537 4320 - 2
Parish address :
16 Simbai Street
Runaway Bay Q. 4216
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Runaway Bay Q4216
Tel : 07 5537 4320
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From 27 Thursday to 29 Saturday: No Mass
Saturday 29
Sunday 30th

th

: 5.30 pm.
: 07.00 am. + 09.00 am.

: Feast of Holy Family Jesus, Mary and Joseph Year C
: Feast of Holy Family Jesus, Mary and Joseph Year C

The 1st Evening Sunday Mass of January will be on the 06th at 5.30 pm. : Epiphany Sunday Year C

Mass Duty Roster : December 29th/30th 2018
Mass Co-ordinator
5.30pm
Pierrette & Rino Serra

Lectors
Pierrette Serra
Clive Broughton

7.00am
Michael Nicholson

Michael Nicholson
Bernadette Swindley

9.00am
Ronnie Wilson

Rose Lopez
Lynne Adamson

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
Helen Topham, Rino Serra, Julie Dakin
Jean Di Bendetto, Clive Broughton, Joe Dorego

Mia

Bernadette Swindley, Rose Hessen
Christine McDougall, Michael Nicholson

Brianna & Ashley

Pam Nelson, John Lynch, Rose Lopez
Ronnie Wilson, Joe Dorego, Averil Dorego

Servers

John & Matthew

Last Weekend’s Thanksgiving Program
Next Week’s Counting Team: No. 4 (24/12/2018)
1 Collection
2nd Collection
Piety Shop
St Anthony’s
$1117.75
$1375.00
$56.40
$94.95
st

God is more moved by the offering of our heart, than by the gifts we bring to the altar.
Let’s give with happiness and we will receive more in joy.

Parish Office Hours Tues,
Wed, Thurs, Fri (Closed on
Monday): 8.45am-3pm
Ronnie Wilson
President of PPC
Tel 041 7004 942
Rachelle Broughton
Vice President of PPC
Tel 041 2463 720
Averil Dorego
Secretary of PPC
Tel 0439 992 154
Peter Fox
Chair of PFC
07 5510 9175
Jan Levinge
Marriage Coordinator
Kathy Fuller: Principal
St Francis Xavier School
Tel : 07 5537 2633
Fax: 07 5537 9946

kfuller@bne.catholic.edu.au

Reconciliation at 4.00pm
1st Saturday of the month.
Baptism Preparation at
7pm 1st Thurs of the month

04th Sunday of Advent Year C 23rd December 2018—Issue No. 307

Eternity Won’t Be Boring!
So many Christians do not experience joy. And even when they ar e in chur ch
to praise God, it feels more like a funeral to them than a joyful celebration. They’d
really understand that joy which sets them free, if they go out of themselves and
thank God.
Today’s gospel tells us about joy, happiness. Mary as a mother was in haste
to visit Elizabeth who told her: “For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting,
the child in my womb leapt for joy.”
It’s all joy. But we Christians
are not used to talking about joy, or
happiness.
We
often
prefer
grumbling! What is joy? The key to
understanding this joy is what the
gospel says: “Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit.” The one who
gives us joy is the Holy Spirit. Let us
always ask for the grace of docility to
the Holy Spirit, the creator of joy.
And this joy in the Holy Spirit gives
us true Christian freedom. Without
joy we Christians can’t become free, but slaves to sadness.
We cannot carry forward the gospel with sad, dishear tened, discour aged faces. It is not possible! That attitude is a bit funeral. Rather Christian joy comes from
praising God.
May I ask you who are here at Mass, do you praise God? Many of you would
say: “Certainly yes!” If it is so, go out of yourselves to praise God, to spend your
time praising. Don’t ever look at your watch. Don’t ever say to your priest: “This
Mass you are saying is so long.” Because if you don’t praise God and don’t choose
freely to spend time praising God, then of course the Mass is long! But if you come
with this attitude of joy, of praising God, it’s beautiful! What’s more, eternity will
be that: praising God. But it won’t be boring, it will be wonderful. That joy sets us
free.
I want to add one last thing: it’s Mary who brings joy. The Church calls her
cause of joy, because she brings our greatest joy, she brings Jesus. Her visit makes
that child leap in his mother’s womb.
Let’s pray to the Blessed Virgin Mary that by bringing Jesus she may give us
the grace of joy, of freedom; give us the grace to praise, to freely offer a prayer of
praise, because he is worthy of praise, always.
Fr. John Khoái

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND DECEASED

LITURGY OF THE LIVING WORD
FIRST READING Micah 5:2-5 From you, O Bethlehem, will come the ruler of Israel.
The Lord says to his people: “You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of
Judea, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.” Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labour has
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and
feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they
shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 80:1-18 R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we
shall be saved.

RECENTLY DECEASED: Bar r y Thomas Ralph, Lindsay Keith Lewis
ANNIVERSARIES: Nelson Rosales Dimatulac, Helen Mar y Regan, Ross Bycr oft, Tony Lawson
SICK LIST: J oy Gr onow, J evon Gr onow, Val Mai McEr lean, Ther esa Pinto, Mar ie J eanette Mar tin, Bill Walker ,
Aaron Murphy, Courtney Blount, Claire Mallon, Eileen O’Connor, Reginald Cox, Simon Stretton, Philomena McAloon,
Margaret Kwong, Letty O’Sullivan, Tony Collett, Val Wolfenden, Ben Cebuliak, Marilyn Rodgers, Frank Hewitt, Anthony
Donellan, Dolores Kilian, Robert Duff, Mary Ann Boeheme, John Nekvapal, Maureen Currie, Harry Hunter, Margaret
Wiersma, Madeline Hodgetts, Erin Mehmet, Nancy Kelly, Tamara Toms, Baby Charlie Shirran, Bernie Pack, Elizabeth
Norris, Stephen Deshaies, Patricia Ryder, Ken Hannam, Kelly Blount, Gail Callaghan, Pistang Retute, Vanessa Pritchard,
Carol Johnston
PRAYER: O Lor d J esus Chr ist, r est your wear y ones, bless your dying ones, soothe your suffer ing ones, pity your
afflicted ones, shield your joyous ones, and all for your love’s sake. Amen. (St Augustine)

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. Stir up your
might, and come to save us. R.
Turn again, O God of hosts, look down from heaven and see; have regard for this vine, the stock
that your right hand has planted. R.
But let your hand be upon the one at your right, the one whom you have made strong for yourself.
Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your name. R.
SECOND READING Hebrews 10:5-10 I come to do your will.
When Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and
offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared
for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no
pleasure. Then I said, as it is written of me in the scroll of the
book, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God.’”
When Christ said, “You have neither desired nor taken
pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and
sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then
he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes
the first in order to establish the second. And it is God’s will
that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 1:38 Alleluia, alleluia! I am
the servant of the Lord: let it be done to me according to
your word. Alleluia.
GOSPEL Luke 1:39-45 W hy has this happened to me, that the
mother of my Lord comes to me?
Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the
hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,
the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of
your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is
she who believed that there would be fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
COMMUNION ANTIPHON Is 7:14 Behold, a Vir gin shall conceive and bear a son; and his name
will be called Emmanuel.

Please contact the Parish Office if you
wish to place an ad in the newsletter.

