Parish News
Christmas gathering: The Par ish Council, along with Fr J ohn extend to all par ishioner s an invitation to join us
for a Christmas get together on Monday evening 17 December at 6pm. All drinks will be provided, however, we
would appreciate anyone who is attending to please bring along a plate of 'Finger Food' to share. Please mark
this date in your diaries. We would love to see as many of our parishioners as possible in attendance.
Christmas Time Masses:
24th Dec Monday:
6 pm. Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord. * No Nativity Play
9 pm. Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord.
25th Dec Tuesday Christmas Day Solemnity
9.30 am. Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord
5.30 pm. Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord

Fr John Khoái
Parish Priest
Tel : 07 5537 4320 - 3
Mob : 0427 777 500

26th Dec Wednesday
9.30 am Feast of St Stephen, the first martyr

pp.rbay@bne.catholic.net.au

EPTPOS facility is now available for all tr ansactions with the Par ish, such as donations, chur ch collections, contributions towards sacraments’ reception, purchase from Piety Store. This facility will be
available at Parish Office working hours and at all Weekend Masses via Piety Store/Sacristy.

Weekly Diary : 17th —22nd December 2018
th

Monday 17
Tuesday 18th

: 08.00 am. Mass, followed by Novena.
: 08.00 am. Mass followed by Eucharistic Adoration
: 10.30 am. Anointing Service at Tricare Runaway Bay.

Wednesday 19th
Thursday 20th
Friday 21st

: 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary.
: 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary.
: 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary.

Parish Website :
www.holyfamilyrunawaybay.org.au

: 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary.

Saturday 22nd
Sunday 23rd

: 5.30 pm.
: Fourth Sunday of Advent Year C
: 07.00 am. + 09.00 am. : Fourth Sunday of Advent Year C

The 1st Evening Sunday Mass of January will be on the 06th at 5.30 pm. : Epiphany Sunday Year C
nd

rd

Mass Duty Roster : December 22 /23 2018

7.00am
Michael Nicholson
9.00am
Michael Laidler

Lectors
Clive Broughton
Pierrette Serra

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
Helen Topham, Julie Dakin, Rachelle Broughton
Jean Di Benedetto, June Molloy, Rino Serra

Bernadette Swindley Bernadette Swindley, Christine McDougall
Michael Nicholson Michael Nicholson
Gina Abra
Rose Lopez

John Lynch, Joe Dorego, Rose Lopez
Chona Lopez, Pam Nelson, Michael Laidler

Next Week’s Counting Team: No. 3 (17/12/18)
1 Collection
2nd Collection
Piety Shop
$1189.50
$1760.40
$81.55

Servers
Mia
Brianna &
Ashley
John &
Matthew

St Anthony’s
$79.55

God is more moved by the offering of our heart, than by the gifts we bring to the altar.
Let’s give with happiness and we will receive more in joy.

“GAUDETE” REJOICE!
The greatest danger of the society to which John was addressing was its lack of
spiritual depth, its over-concern with externals, as evidenced by the Pharisees, its pursuit
of a narrow-minded nationalism, as seen in the Zealots who resorted to violence and
assassination in their hatred of the Romans. Amidst such a depression of faith, appeared
John the Baptist. People came and asked him: “What must we do?” Their seeking for
guidance showed their willingness to change.
Our own society is not much better either. Most of its members become motivated
by selfish concerns, greed and covetousness. The message that our own society invariably
highlights is not, alas, that of sharing cloaks, but of wearing outfits that are better, more
comfortable. The sad thing is that all this unbridled seeking for earthly comforts, this
untired concern with the cares of life, pulls us further and further away from the things of
the Spirit, from the pursuit of religious idealism, and away from the yearning for God, that
the Lord himself has placed within all of us.

Parish Office Hours Tues,
Wed, Thurs, Fri (Closed on
Monday): 8.45am-3pm

Like the people in John’s time, we have lost contact with those things that really
matter, and been seduced by things of lesser value. So we do need John to help us readjust
our priorities in life, reassert once again our confidence in where we have come from, in
who we are travelling with, and in where we are heading.

Ronnie Wilson
President of PPC
Tel 041 7004 942

Today, the third Sunday of Advent, known as “Gaudete” Sunday, (the Latin word
“Gaudete” means “Rejoice”) is full of a sense of joy and rejoicing. The liturgy of today
tells us to do precisely this: There is no need to worry, because the Lord is near.

Rachelle Broughton
Vice President of PPC
Tel 041 2463 720

We just simply and trustfully ask God for his joy, then his joy will be ours: in our
hearts and in our thoughts, even though our hearts are always seeking to possess the things
of this world, our thoughts are so often filled with fears, worries and anxieties about our
present circumstances, and moreover about our future.

Averil Dorego
Secretary of PPC
Tel 0439 992 154
Peter Fox
Chair of PFC
07 5510 9175
Jan Levinge
Marriage Coordinator

Last Weekend’s Thanksgiving Program
st

Parish address :
16 Simbai Street
Runaway Bay Q. 4216
Postal : PO Box 125
Runaway Bay Q4216
Tel : 07 5537 4320
Fax: 07 5537 5476
rbay@bne.catholic.net.au

Saturday 22nd

Mass Co-ordinator
5.30pm
Pierrette & Rino Serra

Audrey Ho
Parish Secretary
Tel : 07 5537 4320 - 2

03rd Sunday of Advent Year C 16th December 2018—Issue No. 306

Kathy Fuller: Principal
St Francis Xavier School
Tel : 07 5537 2633
Fax: 07 5537 9946

kfuller@bne.catholic.edu.au

Reconciliation at 4.00pm
1st Saturday of the month.
Baptism Preparation at
7pm 1st Thurs of the month

The birth of the Saviour which is close, is a good opportunity to think about joy. The
joy of Christmas is much more than happiness or pleasure. It is something that goes deeper
than either of those, something that is less easily disturbed than either of those, because it
is a fruit of the Spirit. Whereas happiness and pleasure depend on circumstances,
on the kind of day I am having, joy is more like a fundamental attitude, a key to the way I
live, something that affects everything I do or say.
What has impressed people the most every time they have seen Pope Fr ancis, was his
face radiating a sense of joy and peace. It reflects the kind of joy that lifts people’s spirits
and makes them glad to be there, glad to be alive. What can be the source of such joy? I
would like to suggest that the joy shining on his face finds its roots in the serene and
peaceful knowledge of where he has come from, who he is journeying with, and where he
is heading. This is the real meaning of Christian joy. This is the reason why Saint Paul
encourages us, “Rejoice in the Lord always, again I say rejoice.” Gaudete!
“Love and do what you will,” was to be the motto of St Augustine, meaning that if
people have total inner commitment to God, then they will be incapable of doing wrong,
they will know instinctively what is right from the promptings of the Spirit within them.
And they will possess the Spirit. Christmas joy is a spiritual reality that fills our lives and
remains with us, even in the midst of intense sufferings. Christmas joy bears witness that
the Spirit resides within. Jesus comes bringing us salvation. In this salvation, we are
finally at peace and come to know God’s radiant joy.
Fr. John Khoái

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND DECEASED

LITURGY OF THE LIVING WORD
FIRST READING Zephaniah 3:14-18a Daughter of Zion, the Lord will rejoice over you with
gladness.
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O
daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has taken
away the judgments against you, he has
turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall
fear disaster no more. On that day it shall
be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow weak. The Lord,
your God, is in your midst, a warrior who
gives victory; he will rejoice over you with
gladness, he will renew you in his love; the
Lord, your God, will exult over you with
loud singing as on a day of festival.
RESPONSORIAL CANTICLE Isaiah 12:2-6 R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is
the great and Holy One of Israel.
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord God is my strength and
my might; he has become my salvation. With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
R.
Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known his deeds among the nations; proclaim that
his name is exalted. R.
Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. Shout aloud
and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. R.
SECOND READING Philippians 4:4-7 The Lord is close at hand.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone.
The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything let your requests be made known
to God by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 4:18 (Isaiah 61:1) Alleluia, alleluia! The Spir it of the Lor d now
upon me has sent me to bring good news to the poor. Alleluia!
GOSPEL Luke 3:10-18 The crowds asked, “What should we do?”
The crowds, who were gathering to be baptized by John, asked him, “What should we do?” In reply
John said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has
food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher,
what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.”
Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money
from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” As the people were
filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might
be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is
more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor
and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” So,
with many other exhortations, John proclaimed the good news to the people.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON Ps 28:10-11 Say to the faint of hear t: Be str ong and do not fear . Behold, our God will come, and he will save us.

RECENTLY DECEASED: Lindsay Keith Lewis, Rita Ryan, Ver a Constance Van Ooy, Eugene Doddy
ANNIVERSARIES: Helen Mar y Regan, Ross Bycr oft, Tony Lawson, Br ian Dwyer , Anne Sutton
SICK LIST: J oy Gr onow, J evon Gr onow, Val Mai McEr lean, Ther esa Pinto, Mar ie J eanette Mar tin, Bill Walker ,
Aaron Murphy, Courtney Blount, Claire Mallon, Eileen O’Connor, Reginald Cox, Simon Stretton, Philomena McAloon,
Margaret Kwong, Letty O’Sullivan, Tony Collett, Val Wolfenden, Ben Cebuliak, Marilyn Rodgers, Frank Hewitt, Anthony
Donellan, Dolores Kilian, Robert Duff, Mary Ann Boeheme, John Nekvapal, Maureen Currie, Harry Hunter, Margaret
Wiersma, Madeline Hodgetts, Erin Mehmet, Nancy Kelly, Tamara Toms, Baby Charlie Shirran, Bernie Pack, Elizabeth
Norris, Stephen Deshaies, Patricia Ryder, Ken Hannam, Kelly Blount, Gail Callaghan, Pistang Retute, Vanessa Pritchard,
Carol Johnston
PRAYER: O Lor d J esus Chr ist, r est your wear y ones, bless your dying ones, soothe your suffer ing ones, pity your
afflicted ones, shield your joyous ones, and all for your love’s sake. Amen. (St Augustine)

