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Farewell Speech for Fr. John
King Solomon made a profound statement in Ecclesiastics: “There is a time for everything, and a season
for every purpose under heaven: a time to plant and a time to uproot.”
Fr John, that verse reminds me of your pastoral work. Six years ago you moved to be with us as our Parish
priest. It seems like only yesterday you arrived at Holy Family. All too soon you have to say goodbye to people
who truly love, honour, and respect you. Time really flies so fast! Well, we thank God for your life because
you’ve been a tremendous blessing to our parish. You have been the most amazing shepherd for us and we are
eternally blessed to have had you as our pastor for the past 6 Years. You have worked tirelessly for the common
good of our parish and your achievements have been many and wonderfully executed and so you leave our
parish in very good stead.
Fr MARTY has extremely big shoes to fill and I bet he can't play the flute like you can, Fr John. We will
definitely miss hearing you play.
Our very generous parishioners have been donating money as a farewell gift for you and I'm very pleased
to tell you, Fr John, that we have over two thousand dollars to present to you so you can finally do something for
YOU, Fr J ohn! You tr uly ar e ver y deser ving.
And so this morning, on behalf of the parish council and on behalf of all the parishioners of Holy Family I
extend our sincerest thanks and appreciation to for the years of faithful and joyful service you have afforded to
us. As you bid your goodbye to us and continue with your journey, it is our sincere prayer that Christ bless your
love of Him and your service to the Church; and reward you for being a faithful servant of God. May you
always have songs of praise on your lips and may you have Christ in your heart.
Dear Fr. John as you leave this place take with you only the good memories and beautiful experiences you
have of this parish. Again, thank you, Fr. John and we wish you good luck and godspeed for all your future
adventures in your retirement. You certainly have earned your right to them. “May the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you always.” (2 Cor 13: 14).
I invite you now to give Fr John a big round of applause.
Ronnie Wilson
Chairperson PPC.
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THE JUST ARE THE SALVATION OF THE EARTH
In the Second Reading, Saint Paul says that Chr ist has given us a new life, a
risen (Col 2:12; 3:1) and even ascended life, in which we live already, ahead of
time, in spirit, in heaven, in the heavenly places (Eph 2:6). It is a life in which
Christ lives within us and ever more transforms us by the interior working of the
Holy Spirit into the glorious image of the Son (2 Cor 3:18).
For the sake of us, his new creation, God does not destroy the rest, that is,
those who have not been reborn in Christ, because he does not want to destroy us
together with them.
In the First Reading, God revealed this to Abraham when Abr aham asked
God whether he was going to destroy Sodom if he could find fifty just men in it,
and God answered, saying, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will
spare the whole place for their sake” (Gen 18:26). And Jeremiah says that if God
could have found in Jerusalem even one righteous man, he would not have destroyed it for the sake of this single just man. (Jer 5:1) That is, the just save the
world from destruction; they are the salvation of the earth.
Truly the righteous are now the community of those reborn in Christ through
the Spirit, the community of those who have been born anew by water and the Holy
Spirit (Jn 3:5) for the glory of God the Father. How important then for the world
are Christians who are reborn in Christ by water and the Holy Spirit! It is for their
sake that God will not destroy the world. They are its salvation from the wrath of
God, at least until the last day and the definitive end of the world.
In today’s Gospel Jesus says that we will r eceive fr om God what we ask for
with perseverance, and if we do not receive exactly what we asked for, we will receive something still better for having asked for it. This is true for those who are
born anew in Christ. Ask them, and they will tell you that this has been true in
their experience, because God takes care of his own, those redeemed by his Son,
those who are filled with the Holy Spirit, and who live for the glory of the Father.
They know how to pray and what they should ask for, and God wants to give
them what they ask for because they are living a life in the Spirit, because they are
living in the love of the Trinity; and even circumstances which at the time appear
negative, he changes for them into positive ones; and they, because they live in
God, live in peace and love and share the happiness of the Trinity.
Therefore for them, because they pray, each problem is changed into an
opportunity to serve God better, to extend his Kingdom further, to preach the
Gospel in ever new places and circumstances, and to make the love of God better
known. Therefore, born anew in Christ, we are the renewal of the world, and its
protection from the wrath of God, and we will receive what we ask for, or
something still better, for the glory of God the Father.
Fr. John Khoái
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LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING Genesis 18:20-21, 23-32 Do not be angry, O Lord, if I speak.
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre and said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and
Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! I must go down and see whether they have done altogether according
to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.” Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you
indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you
then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do such
a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you!
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” And the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the
city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.” Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to
the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the
whole city for lack of five?” And the Lord said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” Again Abraham
spoke to the Lord, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” Then
Abraham said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” The Lord answered,
“I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” Abraham said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord.
Suppose twenty are found there.” The Lord answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” Then
Abraham said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” The
Lord answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 138:1-8 R. Lor d, on the day I called for help, you answer ed me.
I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart, before the gods I sing your praise; I bow down toward your
holy temple. I give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness. R.
For you have exalted your name and your word above everything. On the day I called, you answered me; you
increased my strength of soul. R.
For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly; but the haughty he perceives from far away. Though I walk
in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies. R.
You stretch out your hand and your right hand delivers me. The Lord will fulfil his purpose for me; your
steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands. R.
SECOND READING Colossians 2:6-14 God made us alive with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses.
Brothers and sisters, as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. For in him the
whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and
authority. In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of flesh in
the circumcision of Christ. When you were buried with Christ in baptism, you were also raised with him
through faith in the power of God, who raised Christ from the dead. And when you were dead in trespasses and
the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses,
erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Romans 8:15 Alleluia. Alleluia. You have r eceived the Spir it which makes us
God’s children, and in that Spirit we call God our Father. Alleluia.
GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13 Ask, and you will receive.
Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us
to pray, as John taught his disciples.” He said to them, “When you pray, say: ‘Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive
everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial.’” And Jesus said to the disciples, “Suppose
one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread;
for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ And your friend answers from within,
‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and
give you anything.’ “I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend,
at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. “So I say to you: Ask, and it
will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who
asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. “Is
there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child
asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? “If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
COMMUNION ANTIPHON Ps 102:2 Bless the Lor d, O my soul, and never for get all his benefits.
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EPTPOS facility is now available for all tr ansactions with the Par ish, such as donations, chur ch collections,
contributions towards sacraments’ reception, purchase from Piety Store. This facility will be available at Parish
Office working hours and at all Weekend Masses via Piety Store/Sacristy.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND DECEASED
RECENTLY DECEASED: Rober t J ames Gr een, Fr ank J ohn Levy
ANNIVERSARIES: Paul Lawton, J ack Lawton, Nor ma Nichols, Mavis Har th, Kevin Har th, Noel Mar r iott,
Jose S Quiambao, Ernesto Susan Nelson Dimatulac, Raymond Atama, Carol Martin, Kate Topham
SICK LIST: Mar y McDonnell, Colin Munsie, Irene Warde, Pam Hopsick, Ron Sincock, Ralph D’Agostino,
Val Mai McErlean, Theresa Pinto, Bill Walker, Aaron Murphy, Courtney Blount, Reginald Cox, Simon Stretton,
Philomena McAloon, Margaret Kwong, Letty O’Sullivan, Tony Collett, Val Wolfenden, Ben Cebuliak, Marilyn
Rodgers, Frank Hewitt, Anthony Donellan, Dolores Kilian, Robert Duff, Mary Ann Boeheme, Maureen Currie,
Harry Hunter, Margaret Wiersma, Madeline Hodgetts, Nancy Kelly, Tamara Toms, Baby Charlie Shirran,
Bernie Pack, Elizabeth Norris, Stephen Deshaies, Ken Hannam, Kelly Blount, Gail Callaghan, Pistang Retute,
Vanessa Pritchard, Carol Johnston
PRAYER: O Lord Jesus Christ, rest your weary ones, bless your dying ones, soothe your suffering ones,
pity your afflicted ones, shield your joyous ones, and all for your love’s sake. Amen. (St Augustine)

