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Parish News 

Times &  Rosters for Christmas 2016: 
 

24th Dec:  6.00 pm:  Christmas Night Solemnity commenced with Nativity Play 
 

    Ministers: Ronnie Wilson, Rachelle Broughton & Iain Harrison 
 

        9.00 pm:  Christmas Night Solemnity 
 

    Coordinator: Lorraine Knight 
    Readers: Bernadette Swindley + Jean Di Benedetto 
    Ministers: Bernadette Swindley, Julie Dakin, Jean Di Benedetto 
                     Monique Labutte, Antona Brown, Michael Nicholson 
 

25th Dec: 9.30 am:  Christmas Day Solemnity 
    

    Coordinator: Michael Laidler 
    Readers: Rose Lopez 
    Ministers: Julie Dakin, Pam Nelson, Marie Roberts,   
                      Rose Lopez and Michael Laidler, Antona Brown. 

 

        11.00 am:         Baptism of two children 

          5.30 pm:  Christmas Day Solemnity 

 

Christ Catholic Community Prayer Group : The prayer  group will resume on Thursday 2nd February 2017 after 
the 9.30am Mass. 

 

Weekly Diary : 19th– 24th December 2016 
  

Monday 19th  : 08.00 am. Mass, followed by Novena to our Lady. 

Tuesday 20th : 08.00 am. Mass, followed by Rosary.  

Wednesday 21st : 08.00 am. Mass, followed by Eucharistic Adoration & Confession.  
 

Thursday 22nd : 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary. 

Friday 23rd   : 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary. 

Saturday 24th : 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary. 
 

Saturday 24th :   6.00 pm.  + 9.00 pm Great Solemnity of Christmas Night Year A   

Sunday 25th  : 09.30 am. +  5.30 pm.  Great Solemnity of Christmas  Day   Year A   
 

The 1st Evening Sunday Mass: 01st January at 5.30 pm. : Solemnity of Holy Mother of God Year A. 

 

Last Weekend’s Thanksgiving Program 

Next Week’s Counting Team: No. 3 (19/12/16) 

        1st Collection      2nd Collection     Piety Shop        St Anthony’s  

                                                   $1348.20                    $1869.30             $39.20                $54.00                
 

It is in giving that we receive.  

Those who are rich towards God receive ample reward - not only in this life - but in eternity as well.  

(cf. Lk 16:19-31) 

   

Mary is the Model of Faith. 
 

The fourth Sunday of Advent introduces us Mary as the Model of Faith. She 
as mentioned in today’s Gospel, is the one who fulfils the Isaiah’s prophecy: "The 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son and they shall call him Emmanuel." She mod-
els everything we have learned about faith. As she is a human being as you and I 
are, Mary was subject to trials and temptations. Her temptations were different 
than ours, but that does not mean she had an easier time of it. 
 

 You and I often fall for small temptations. The devil wouldn't need a tank to 
overcome us. He can often get the best of us with a piddling temptation - to anger, 
or lust or laziness, envy, greed or gluttony. But as was the case with Jesus, the 
devil threw his biggest temptations at Mary. 
 

We can barely imagine what they are, but we do get some glimpse in the Gos-
pel. We see today the trial of her rejection by a very good man, the best of hus-
bands - St. Joseph. But Mary kept her faith in Joseph as she did in God. Mary al-
ways kept her focus in the right place: "Let it be done to me according to your 
word... My soul magnifies the Lord." 
 

 She had total faith in God, but not what some people call a "blind faith." She 
asked questions, "How can this be since I have no relations with a man?" Faith 
does not destroy reason. As Pope Francis points out, "faith and reason each 
strengthen the other." 
 

Mary is the model of wonder before the mystery of God and his creation. 
"She kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart." We live in a time of so 
much noise, so many distractions that we have difficulty finding time for prayer. 
Faith cannot survive without prayer. People tell me, "Father, I am too busy." Yes, 
you are, but every evening Pope Francis spend an hour in prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament. Do you have more things to do than the pope does? Do you 
not find an hour in the evening for a television program or the Internet? I know an 
hour can be a lot, especially when a person is just getting started, but how about 
20 minutes in the morning or the evening? If we could do that for the next three 
days, what a great Christmas we would have! 
 

 And the people who come at Christmas might see in us the light of faith. 
They need that light because our world seems to grow darker and more uncertain. 
So many people sense a diminished future. But that does not have to be. Jesus was 
born in the middle of the night of our world’s darkness. With Mary’s example and 
prayer we can turn to him. 
 

 I conclude with some lines from a poem written by Pope Francis: Mother, 
help our faith! Open our ears to hear God’s word and to recognize his voice and 
call. Help us to entrust ourselves fully to him and to believe in his love, especially 
at times of trial, beneath the shadow of the cross. Sow in our faith the joy of the 
Risen One. Remind us that those who believe are never alone. Teach us to see all 
things with the eyes of Jesus, that he may be light for our path. Amen. 
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Reconciliation at 4.00pm 
1st Saturday of the month. 
 

Baptism Preparation at 
7pm 1

st 
Thurs of the month.  
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 7:10-14 Look, the virgin is with child. 
 

The Lord spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.”  
But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O 
house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall 
name him Immanuel.”  

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 R. Let the Lord enter ; he is king of glory. 
 

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it; for he has founded it on 
the seas, and established it on the river. R. 
 

Who shall ascend the mountain of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place? Those who have 
clean hands and pure hearts, who do not lift up their souls to what is false. R. 
 

They will receive blessing from the Lord, and vindication from the God of their salvation. Such is the 
company of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob. R. 

 

SECOND READING Romans 1:1-7 Jesus Christ, descended from David, was declared to be the Son of 
God. 

 

From Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ,  called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which God 
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures: the gospel concerning his Son, who 
was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power ac-
cording to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Christ we 
have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the 
sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.  

 

To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Matthew 1:23 Alleluia, Alleluia! A virgin will give bir th to a son; his name 
will be Emmanuel: God is with us. Alleluia 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-24 Jesus was born of Mary, who was engaged to Joseph, son of David. 
 

The birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this 
way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwill-
ing to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dis-
miss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to 
do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child con-
ceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.”  

 

All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 
When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 

wife. 

 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Isaiah 7:14 Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear  a son; and his name 
will be called Emmanuel. 
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Helloworld Runaway Bay 

(Formerly Travelworld Runaway Bay) 

For all your travel and cruise holidays 

Please call us or visit us at Shop 1, Liquorbarn Complex,          
Lae Dr. Runaway Bay QLD. 4216    —     Lic. TAG1372 

Tel 07 5528 9991 - Fax 07 5528 9997 

Roslyn.runawaybay@helloworld.com.au  

Our New Office :  
1 Fiona Street 
Biggera Waters 

07 5500 5855 
reception@sheilaponting.com.au 
sheilaponting.com.au 

Hopewell Hospice 

 Hospice care for the  terminally  ill, providing  24 hour 
Palliative care and short term Respite care for loved 

ones.  For more  information, phone  5563 2930.      

CARRINGROVE AIR CONDITIONING 
DUCTED AIRCONDITIONING  

from $5950 Fully Installed  
SPLIT SYSTEMS   

  COMPETITIVELY PRICED   
Free Quotes Fax/Post or 

Email your floor plan.        
Established  16 yrs          

5564 2602   0411 684 117   
Email carair3@bigpond.com                         
Website carringrove.com.au    

SABERJET HIGH  PRESSURE      
CLEANING 

High Pressure Water Cleaning 
(4000 PSI)Specialising in All 
Roofs, Gutters,       External House 
Wash, Driveways, Walkways, Pool   
Surrounds...Free Quotes.  Contact      
Jose Rodrigues on  0455 718 684  
www.saberjethighpressurecleaning. 

com.au  Facebook: SaberJet High    

Pressure Cleaning  

 

Trudy Andrews 
Your Local Real Estate Agent 

Practicing Catholic and good set of values 
Call Now for free No Obligation                                  

Market Appraisal M : 0427 427 931 
E : trudy@atrealty.com.au 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND DECEASED 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Des Harth, Mary Patricia Hurley 
ANNIVERSARIES:  Ross Michael Bycroft, Violet Evlyn Soars, Antony Howard Griffin, Anne Sutton, Tony Law-

son, Cecily Agnes Kehoe, Roland Barabich, Nelly Lahood 
SICK LIST: Madeline Hodgetts, Mary Patricia Hurley, Nicole Ashdown, Babara Paton, Tony Collett, Scott Kuh-

nuemann, Nancy Kelly, Raiden Reid-Rickard, Tamara Toms, Cathy Hewitt, Baby Charlie Shirran, Bernie Pack, 
Kevin O’Donnell,   Elizabeth Norris, Pat Otago, Stephanie James,  Edda Pronard, Stephen Deshaies, Cathy 
Hewitt, Patricia Ryder, Kathy Pearman, Ken Hannam, Kelly Blount, Gail Callaghan,   Pistang Retute, Philip 
Egan, Vanessa Pritchard, Carol Johnston, Anne & Albert Chandler, David Shinners  

 

 Any updates please advise the parish office.   
 
PRAYER:  O Lord Jesus Christ, rest your weary ones, bless your dying ones, soothe your suffering ones, pity 

your afflicted ones, shield your joyous ones, and all for your love’s sake.  Amen.   (St Augustine) 

WAHOO HOME  MAINTENANCE &  
LAWN MOWING SERVICES 

Parishioners of Holy Family Parish.  
Contact Robert Pelleri 0407730412 

mailto:Roslyn.runawaybay@helloworld.com.au
http://www.saberjethighpressurecleaning.com.au
http://www.saberjethighpressurecleaning.com.au

