Parish News
On behalf of the Parish, I would like to thank everyone of you who have helped the Parish and School Communities in many ways during the year 2017. May the Lord reward you for your wonderful generosity. I pray that
you will keep on giving the Parish the best you have. May God’s blessings visit your life and home and overshadow you with abundance this Christmas and New Year. Fr. John Khoai.
The Anointing Mass will be at 9.30 am. Friday 12th January
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) Year 4 & 5
Enrolment night
Lessons 1 & 2

Monday 29 January from 6.00pm to 7.00 pm.
Monday 12 February from 6.00pm to 7.00 pm.
Tuesday 13 February from 3.30pm to 4.30 pm.
Monday 19 February from 6.00pm to 7.00 pm.
Tuesday 20 February from 3.30pm to 4.30 pm.
Monday 26 Feb from 6.00pm to 7.00 pm.
Monday 05 March from 6.00pm to 7.00 pm.

Lessons 3 & 4
Rehearsal 1
Rehearsal 2
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Celebration of Sacrament
Thursday 08 March at 6.00pm
For more information, please visit the Parish website at www.holyfamilyrunawaybay.org.au

Weekly Diary : 01st —06th January 2018
Monday 01st
Tuesday 02nd

: 08.00 am. Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
: 5.30 pm. Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
: 08.00 am. Memorial of Sts Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, bishops, doctors, followed
by Eucharistic Adoration.
: 10.30 am. Anointing Mass at Bupa Aged Center.

Wednesday 03rd
Thursday 04th
First Friday 05th
Saturday 06th

: 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary.
: No Mass
: 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary
: 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary.

Saturday 06th
Sunday 07th

: 5.30 pm.
: 07.00 am. + 09.00 am.

: Solemnity of Epiphany of the Lord B
+ 5.30 pm. : Solemnity of Epiphany of the Lord B

The 1st Evening Sunday Mass of February will be on the 07th at 5.30 pm. : 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time B.
th

th

Mass Duty Roster : January 6 /7 2018
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Family in Prayer
1. Pope John Paul II in his Letter to Families, 2 Feb 1994 said: “I wish to speak
not to families in the abstract but to every particular family in every part of the
world, wherever it is located and whatever the diversity and complexity of its
culture and history. The love with which God ‘loved the world’ (Jn 3:16), the love
with which Christ loved each and every one ‘to the end’ (Jn 13:1), makes it
possible to address this message to each family, as a living ‘cell’ of the great and
universal ‘family’ of mankind. The Father, Creator of the Universe, and the Word
Incarnate, the Redeemer of humanity, are the source of this universal openness to
all people as brothers and sisters, and they impel us to embrace them in the prayer
which begins with the tender words: ‘Our Father.’
2. Prayer makes the Son of God present among us: Pope John Paul II wishes
that “a prayer to Christ remains in every human family; an invitation to Him, in
and through the small family of parents and children, to dwell in the great family
of nations, so that together with Him all of us can truly say: ‘Our Father!’ Prayer
must become the dominant element of the Christian family: prayer by the family,
prayer for the family, and prayer with the family.”

3. “It is significant that precisely in and through prayer, man comes to discover
in a very simple and yet profound way his own unique subjectivity: in prayer the
human ‘I’ more easily perceives the depth of what it means to be a person. This is
also true of the family, which is not only the basic ‘cell’ of society but also
possesses a particular subjectivity of its own. This subjectivity finds its first and
fundamental confirmation, and is strengthened, precisely when the members of the
family meet in the common invocation: ‘Our Father.’
Prayer increases the strength and spiritual unity of the family, helping the
family to partake of God’s own ‘strength.’ In the solemn nuptial blessing, the
celebrant calls upon the Lord in these words: ‘Pour out upon the newlyweds the
grace of the Holy Spirit so that by your love poured into their hearts they will remain faithful in the marriage covenant.’”
Richard Rohr, in his book “Radical Grace,” wrote: “Marriage Encounter teaches
spouses how to fight with each other. They hold one another’s hands, look one
another in the eye and yell at each other. Through it all, they’re not to let go of the
other’s hands.
Married folks tell me that this is the hardest thing in the world to do. Because
what you want to do when she or he is really hurting you is push away. You don’t
want to touch or look at one another. But the given is union: We’re together. Don’t
question that. Wife and husband are one. They are committed to one another and
mustn’t pull away from it. As long as they keep holding hands, they can call each
other whatever they want. That is a fantastic image of the way God loves us: God
won’t let go of our hands.
Fr. John Khoái

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING Genesis 15:1-6; 17:3-5.15-16; 21:1-3 Your very own issue shall be your heir.
The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall
be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in
my house is to be my heir.”
But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be
your heir.” The Lord brought Abraham outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are
able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And Abram believed the Lord; and
the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You
shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be
Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations.” God said to Abraham, “As for Sarah your
wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a
son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” The Lord
dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. Sarah conceived and bore
Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to his
son whom Sarah bore him. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had
commanded him. Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. Now Sarah said, “God
has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.” And she said, “Who would ever have said
to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND DECEASED
RECENTLY DECEASED: Celena McGovern, Nicanor B Cadawas, Elsa Hoerler, Denise Brosnan
ANNIVERSARIES: Anne Sutton, Ross Michael Bycroft
SICK LIST: Elizabeth Cologurie, Ann Morrison, Mary Cruickshanks, Gwen Zeitzen, Tony Collett, Val Wolfenden,

Ben Cebuliak, Marilyn Rodgers, Frank Hewitt, Anthony Donellan, Dolores Kilian, Nora M Cadawas, Robert
Duff, Mary Ann Boeheme, John Nekvapal, Rita Ryan, Maureen .Currie, Brian Walker, Harry Hunter, Matthew
Taylor, Margaret Wiersma, Madeline Hodgetts, Erin Mehmet, Nancy Kelly, Tamara Toms, Cathy Hewitt, Baby
Charlie Shirran, Bernie Pack, Kevin O’Donnell, Elizabeth Norris, Stephen Deshaies, Patricia Ryder, Kathy
Pearman, Ken Hannam, Kelly Blount, Gail Callaghan, Pistang Retute, Philip Egan, Vanessa Pritchard, Carol
Johnston, Anne & Albert Chandler
PRAYER: O Lord Jesus Christ, rest your weary ones, bless your dying ones, soothe your suffering ones, pity your
afflicted ones, shield your joyous ones, and all for your love’s sake. Amen. (St Augustine)
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM 105:1-9 R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.
O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples. Sing to him, sing praises
to him; tell of all his wonderful works. R.
Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually. R.
Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, O offspring of his
servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen ones. R.
He is mindful of his covenant forever, of the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations, the covenant
that he made with Abraham, his sworn promise to Isaac. R.
SECOND READING Hebrews 11:8. 11-12. 17-19 The faith of Abraham, Sarah and Isaac.
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and
he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith Sarah herself, though barren, received power to conceive,
even when she was too old, because she considered God, who had made the promise, to be faithful. Therefore
from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as
the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”
By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He who had received the promises was ready to offer
up his only son, of whom he had been told, “It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named for you.”
Abraham considered the fact that God is able even to raise someone from the dead—and figuratively speaking,
he did receive him back.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Hebrews 1:1-2 Alleluia, alleluia. In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the
prophets; now God speaks to us through the Son. Alleluia!
GOSPEL Luke 2:22-40 The child grew, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, Mary and Joseph brought the child
Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came
into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the
law, Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a
sword will pierce your own soul too.”
When Mary and Joseph had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to
their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was
upon him.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Bar 3:38 Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived among us.

HELEN KNIGHT
Senior Property Consultant
Why pay more commission with other
agents? Sell your home for 1.5% plus gst available
to all parishioners and friends.
Working for our community.
Call me for a FREE appraisal of your home.
0407 734 746 helen@ballrealty.com.au

WAHOO HOME MAINTENANCE &
LAWN MOWING SERVICES
Parishioners of Holy Family Parish.
Contact Robert Pelleri 0407730412

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH
OFFICE IF YOU WISH
TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE
Hopewell Hospice
Hospice care for the terminally ill, providing 24 hour
Palliative care and short term Respite care for loved
ones. For more information, phone 5563 2930.

