
4 

Parish News 

Special Rosters for Christmas: 
24th Dec:  6.00 pm:  Ministers: Ronnie Wilson, Rachelle Broughton & Iain Harisson 
        9.00 pm.  Coordinator: ? 
    Readers: Bernadette Swindley + Jean Di Benedetto 
    Ministers: Bernadette Swindley, Julie Dakin, Jean Benedetto 
25th Dec: 9.30 am. Readers: 
    Coordinator: Michael Laidler 
    Readers: Bernadette Swindley + Rose Lopez 
    Ministers: Julie Dakin, Pam Nelson, Marie Roberts, Bernadette Swindley,  
                      Rose Lopez and Michael Laidler 

 

The Parish Council, along with Fr John extend to all par ishioners an invitation to join us for   a Christmas get 
together on Friday evening 16 December at 6pm.  All drinks will be provided,  however, we would appreciate 
anyone who is attending to please bring along a plate of 'Finger Food' to share.  Please mark this date in your 
diaries. Our amazing choir will be there adding a fantastic Christmas atmosphere to the evening. We would love 
to see as many of our parishioners as possible in attendance. 

 

Regards and thankfulness from Peter Richards, Conference treasurer: Saint Vincent de Paul Chr istmas       
Appeal last weekend: $2518.00 

 

Catholic Mission Appeal: The Catholic Mission Appeal received a total of $2072.90 from our  Par ish. 

Weekly Diary : 05th– 10th December 2016 
  

Monday 05th  : 08.00 am. Mass, followed by Novena to our Lady. 

Tuesday 06th : 08.00 am. Mass, followed by Rosary.  

Wednesday 07th : 08.00 am. Memorial of St Ambrose, followed by Eucharistic Adoration & Confession.  
 

Thursday 08th : 09.30 am. Solemnity of Immaculate Conception of B.V. Mary, followed by Rosary and Christ’s 
      Catholic Community Prayer. 

Friday 09th   : 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary. 

Saturday 10th : 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary. 
 

Saturday 10th :   5.30 pm.              3rd Sunday of Advent Year A   

Sunday 11th  : 07.00 am. +  09.00 am.  3rd Sunday of Advent Year A   
 

The 1st Evening Sunday Mass of January will be on the 01st at 5.30 pm. : Solemnity of Holy Mother of God 

 
Mass Duty Roster : 10th/11th  December 2016 

Mass Co-ordinator 

5.30pm   

Lorraine Knight 

Lectors 

Rita MacBeth 

Trish Flower 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 

Jean Di Benedetto, Julie Dakin, Helen Topham 

Clive Broughton, Rachelle Broughton 

Servers 

Mia Braun 

7.00am   

Trudy Andrews 

Sam Russell-Coad 

Gloria Butt 

Rose Hessen, Michael Nicholson 

Margaret McNamara, Celine Lobb 

Brianna & Ashley 

9.00am   

Volunteer needed 

Jane Howard 

Kathy Fuller 

Michael Dempsey, Marie Roberts, Pam Nelson 

Denise Moar, John Lynch 

John & Matthew  

Healey 

 
Last Weekend’s Thanksgiving Program 

Next Week’s Counting Team: No. 2 (12/12/16) 

        1st Collection      2nd Collection     Piety Shop        St Anthony’s  

                                                   $1107.60                    $1794.90                  $50.00               $66.30                
 

It is in giving that we receive.  

Those who are rich towards God receive ample reward - not only in this life - but in eternity as well.  

(cf. Lk 16:19-31) 

   

By Silence, We Recognize Sin and Open Ourselves to the Spirit 
 

In the Gospel, we hear  about the people going out to the deser t to listen to John the 
Baptist. On this Second Sunday of Advent, God wants us also to go the desert. Not the 
desert of Judea, but one much closer: the desert of the human heart, free from distractions, 
where we can be alone with God. In silence we meet God and, by meeting him, we find 
our true selves. 
 

 In today’s society, it is not easy to have time alone without distractions. We are 
surrounded by noise - by media and advertisements that constantly try to grab our atten-
tion. The holiday season is particularly noisy. Pope Benedict observed: "We are no longer 
able to hear God – There are too many frequencies filling our ears." Unfortunately, noise 
not only surrounded us. We seek it. We make the choice to turn on the TV, to fire up the 
computer or to plug in the Ipod. We constantly seek "diversions." 
 

 Time does not matter when we engage in our favourite diversion. We can spend 
hours in diversion or entertainment. But when we try to pray, five minutes can seem like 
eternity. It doesn’t enter our mind when we are playing games, but now it seems like it 
just won't wait. It is hard to go to the desert. It's hard to be alone with no distractions. We 
run from silence. 
 

One reason we resist silence is because we do not like to face our  actual condition. 
There is something amiss inside us. We have taken a wrong turn, gone down a false path. 
For that reason, when people went out to the desert, the first thing John said was, 
"Repent" meaning, "change your mind, get a new way of thinking." 
 

 Few people want to change their way of thinking. It can be scary to see themselves 
and their life as it really is. I am now going to mention a word you don't like to talk about. 
It's a three letter word that starts with "S." That's right, SIN! We make light of sin, but 
that is because we do not realize what sin really is. Blessed John Henry Newman saw the 
reality of sin. He said this: "The Catholic Church holds it better for the sun and moon to 
drop from heaven, for the earth to fail, and for all the many millions on it to die of starva-
tion in extremest agony, than that one soul . . . should commit one single venial sin, 
should tell one willful untruth, or should steal one poor farthing without excuse." 
 

 Perhaps that seems exaggerated. How can that lie I told be worse than all the forms 
of cancer? An illness can bring us to God., but a lie separates us from God and from other 
people. For that reason, John the Baptist says, "Repent, turn away from sin." 
 

Jesus wants to get at the root of our sin. Why are we filled with so much anger , envy, 
lust? What is at the root of all this unhappiness? We can only find the answer in silence. 
Jesus wants to get at the root of our unhappiness, our repeated sins? In today’s Gospel we 
hear these words: "Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees." Jesus doesn't want some 
surface change. He wants us to become new men, new women, new people. That won't 
happen by our own power. It requires the Holy Spirit and fire. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 Since I mentioned the "S" in the word, sin, I would like to sum up with two other 
words that begin with that same letter. The first is "silence." During Advent we need to 
find a time of silence - no TV, no computer, no Ipod, not even a cell phone. Silence is not 
always comfortable, but it may make us aware of sin - and how sin separates us from God 
and others. Silence will open us to a more powerful reality which also begins with "S" - 
Spirit. On our own we cannot get to the roots of the problem. Only the Holy Spirit can do 
that. Silence, sin, Spirit. By silence, we recognize sin and open ourselves to the Spirit.  

Fr. John Khoái 
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Fr John Khoái 
Parish Priest 
Tel : 07 5537 4320 - 3 
Mob : 0427 777 500 
pp.rbay@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Audrey Ho 

Parish Secretary 

Tel : 07 5537 4320 - 2 
 

Parish address : 
16 Simbai Street  
Runaway Bay Q. 4216 

Postal : PO Box 125 
Runaway Bay Q4216 
Tel : 07 5537 4320 
Fax: 07 5537 5476  
 

rbay@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Parish Website : 

www.holyfamilyrunawaybay.org.au 
 

Parish Office Hours Tues, 
Wed,Thurs, Fri (Closed on 
Monday): 8.45am-3pm 
 

 

Ronnie Wilson 

President of PPC 

Tel 041 7004 942 
 

Rachelle Broughton 

Vice President of PPC 

Tel 041 2463 720 
 

Iain Harrison 

Secretary of PPC 

Tel 040 0112 424 
 

 

Michael Nicholson 

Chair of PFC 

07 5537 4320 
 

Jan Levinge 

Marriage Coordinator 
 

Kathy Fuller: Principal     
St Francis Xavier School 

Tel : 07 5537 2633 

Fax: 07 5537 9946 
kfuller@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 

 

Reconciliation at 4.00pm 
1st Saturday of the month. 
 

Baptism Preparation at 
7pm 1

st 
Thurs of the month.  
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 11:1-10 With righteousness he shall judge the poor. 
 

On that day: A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit 
of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his 
eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity 
for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling to-
gether, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child 
shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain;  for the earth will be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal 
to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 72:1-17 R. Justice shall flour ish in his time, and fullness of peace for  ever . 
 

Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s son. May he judge your people with right-
eousness, and your poor with justice. R. 
 

In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is no more. May he have dominion from 
sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. R. 
 

For he delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those who have no helper. He has pity on the weak and the 
needy, and saves the lives of the needy. R. 
 

May his name endure forever, his fame continue as long as the sun. May all nations be blessed in him; may they 
pronounce him happy. R. 

 

SECOND READING Romans 154-9 Christ has saved all people. 
 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encour-
agement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to 
live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glori-
fy the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth 
of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to 
your name.” 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (See Luke 3:4, 6) Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his 
paths: all people shall see the salvation of God. !Alleluia 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12 Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near. 
 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, pro-
claiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the 
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one cry-
ing out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.’” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people 
of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along 
the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, John said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? “Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume 
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now 
the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with 
water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is 
in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Bar 5:5 Jerusalem, ar ise and stand upon the heights, and behold the joy 
which comes to you from God. 
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Helloworld Runaway Bay 

(Formerly Travelworld Runaway Bay) 

For all your travel and cruise holidays 

Please call us or visit us at Shop 1, Liquorbarn Complex,          
Lae Dr. Runaway Bay QLD. 4216    —     Lic. TAG1372 

Tel 07 5528 9991 - Fax 07 5528 9997 

Roslyn.runawaybay@helloworld.com.au  

Our New Office :  
1 Fiona Street 
Biggera Waters 

07 5500 5855 
reception@sheilaponting.com.au 
sheilaponting.com.au 

Hopewell Hospice 

 Hospice care for the  terminally  ill, providing  24 hour 
Palliative care and short term Respite care for loved 

ones.  For more  information, phone  5563 2930.      

WAHOO HOME  MAINTENANCE  AND       
LAWN MOWING SERVICES 

Parishioners of Holy Family Parish.  
Contact Robert Pelleri 0407730412 

CARRINGROVE AIR CONDITIONING 
DUCTED AIRCONDITIONING  

from $5950 Fully Installed  
SPLIT SYSTEMS   

  COMPETITIVELY PRICED   
Free Quotes Fax/Post or 

Email your floor plan.        
Established  16 yrs          

5564 2602   0411 684 117   
Email carair3@bigpond.com                         
Website carringrove.com.au    

SABERJET HIGH  PRESSURE      
CLEANING 

High Pressure Water Cleaning 
(4000 PSI)Specialising in All 
Roofs, Gutters,       External House 
Wash, Driveways, Walkways, Pool   
Surrounds...Free Quotes.  Contact      
Jose Rodrigues on  0455 718 684  
www.saberjethighpressurecleaning. 

com.au  Facebook: SaberJet High    

Pressure Cleaning  

 

Trudy Andrews 
Your Local Real Estate Agent 

Practicing Catholic and good set of values 
Call Now for free No Obligation                                  

Market Appraisal M : 0427 427 931 
E : trudy@atrealty.com.au 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND DECEASED 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Mary Patr icia Hur ley 
 

ANNIVERSARIES:  Ines Gonzalez, Isabel Cerda, Anne Sutton, Tony Lawson, Cecily Agnes Kehoe, Ro-
land Barabich, Nelly Lahood, John Turnbull, Elizabeth Turnbull, Muriel Gallagher, Fr Virgil Pender 

SICK LIST: Erin Mehmet, Madeline Hodgetts, Mary Patricia Hurley,  Nicole Ashdown, Babara Paton, Tony Col-
lett, Scott Kuhnuemann, Nancy Kelly, Raiden Reid-Rickard, Tamara Toms, Cathy Hewitt, Baby Charlie Shirran, 
Bernie Pack, Kevin O’Donnell,   Elizabeth Norris, Pat Otago, Stephanie James,  Edda Pronard, Stephen Deshaies, 
Cathy Hewitt, Patricia Ryder, Kathy Pearman, Ken Hannam, Kelly Blount, Gail Callaghan,   Pistang Retute, Phil-
ip Egan, Vanessa Pritchard, Carol Johnston, Anne & Albert Chandler, David Shinners  

 

 Any updates please advise the parish office.   
 
PRAYER:  O Lord Jesus Christ, rest your weary ones, bless your dying ones, soothe your suffering ones, pity 

your afflicted ones, shield your joyous ones, and all for your love’s sake.  Amen.   (St Augustine) 

mailto:Roslyn.runawaybay@helloworld.com.au
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