
 

 Last Weekendõs Thanksgiving Program 

Next Weekôs Counting : Team 1 (01/01/18) 

        1st Collection      2nd Collection     Piety Shop        St Anthonyôs  

                                                        $927.10       $2065.95               $221.00        $83.75       

    If we are generous in our giving, and if all of us are prepared to share the load,  
then together we can help our Parish to move forward. (Fr. John Khoai) 

Weekly Diary : 25th  ñ30th  December  2017 
  

Monday 25th  : 09.30 am. Christmas Day Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord. 

    :  5.30 pm. Christmas Day Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord. 

 

Tuesday 26th  : 08.00 am. Feast of St Stephen, the 1st martyr.  
    

Wednesday 27th : 09.30 am. Feast of St John, apostle, evangelist, followed by Rosary.   

Thursday 28th : 09.30 am. Feast of the Holy Innocents, martyrs, followed by Rosary. 

 

Friday 29th   : No Mass     

Saturday 30th : No Mass. 
 

Saturday 30th :   5.30 pm.            : Feast of the Holy Family  B   

Sunday 31st  : 07.00 am. + 09.00 am.  : Feast of the Holy Family  B   
 

The 1st Evening Sunday Mass of January will be on the 07th at 5.30 pm. : Sunday of Epiphany B. 

Mass Duty Roster : December 30th/31st 2017 

Mass Co-ordinator 

5.30pm   

Pierrette & Rino 

Lectors 

Joelle Braun 

June Molloy 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 

Clive Broughton, Rachelle Broughton 

Jean Di Benedetto, Helen Topham 

Servers 

Mia  

7.00am   

Trudy Andrews 

Charmaine Battiss 

Antonia Brown 

Rose Hessen, Jackie Cameron, Colleen McCormack 

Margaret McNamara, Michael Nicholson 

Brianna & Ashley 

9.00am   

Michael Laidler 

Frankie Leeman 

Kirsty Pisani 

Kathy Fuller, Pam Nelson 

Marie Roberts, John Lynch 

John & Matthew 

Parish News 
 

The little prayer I suggest you to say after Communion:  
 

I belong entirely to you, and all that I have is yours.  

I take you for my all. O Jesus, give me your heart. 

 

On behalf of the Parish, I would like to thank everyone of you who have helped the Parish and School             
Communities in many ways during the year 2017. May the Lord reward you for your wonderful generosity. I 
pray that you will keep on giving the Parish the best you have. May Godôs blessings visit your life and home 
and overshadow you with abundance this Christmas and New Year.  Fr. John Khoai. 

 
Christmas Mass Times:  

24th Dec Sunday: Christmas Night Solemnity 

6 pm. Christmas Story & Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord 

9 pm. Christmas Solemnity  

25th Dec Monday: Christmas Day Solemnity 

9.30 am. Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord. 

5.30 pm. Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord.                                               

God Works the Impossible 
 

1. Mary is asked to believe that in the face of the impossible God works the     
possible. Her first reaction was surely one of fear because she is being asked to 
leap into the abyss of faith. She is to believe something else equally impossible: 
the old and barren Elizabeth is pregnant, for nothing is impossible for God.  
 

 The leap of faith is never easy because Mary had no guarantee where it 
would lead and what changes might demand. Someone wrote: ñWe would rather 
be ruined than changed. We would rather die in our dread than climb the cross of 
the moment and see our illusions die.ò She was put in a dilemma whether she   
continued to cherish to be in charge of her own destiny and captain of her          
autonomous soul or accepted the paradox which is that the more she learnt to    
surrender her ñself,ò a more generous and available ñmeò came into existence.  

  

2. There once lived an old man who loved his native island with a deep and  
beautiful intensity. As he drew his last breath, he clutched some earth in his hands 
and died a happy man. St. Peter welcomed him warmly and said: ñYou must let go 
of that handful of soil.ò The old man replied: ñNever! Never!ò So St Peter had to 
leave him outside.  
  

 He was so stubborn that he remained outside for ages and ages. Eventually 
Mary came out and spoke with him. ñOh, son, we all miss you. Please come inside 
with me.ò She reached out to take his hand in hers, and as he did so, he let go of 
the precious soil of land. And so, hand in hand, they entered through the gates of 
heaven. And the first thing that he saw as he entered heaven was his entire beloved 
island. 

 

3. With Maryôs yes, we come to understand the paradox: the more I learn to     
surrender my ñself,ò a more generous and available ñmeò comes into existence. 
Hope is enlivened and history is changed. There is an unimaginable future for all 
people. All nations assemble in justice, compassion, and gratitude. The fate of   
history is altered by a godly presence.  
  

 This salvation resides in the hearts of those who believe in the gift and leap 
into the abyss of faith, and believe that in the face of the impossible God works the 
possible. 
   

 Richard Rohr in Radical Grace, p. 23 wrote: ñIôve done this much in my 
life,ò we say. ñI was faithful to my husband/wife. I raised my children; I sent them 
to a Catholic school. I paid my bills.ò But these are often self-serving kinds of   
duty and responsibility. Much religion is using God to bolster our own self-image. 
True religion is not attached to self-image, but to God. Christian life has little to do 
with me doing anything right. It has everything to do with falling in love with a 
Lover who does everything right. What I love is that Lover and not my own       
accomplishmentséò This is all about Christmas! 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

 

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 7:1-5.8-12.14.16 The Lord will protect the dynasty of David forever. 
 

Now when David, the king, was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies 
around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ñSee now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of 
God stays in a tent.ò  

 

Nathan said to the king, ñGo, do all that you have in mind, for the Lord is with you.ò But that same night the 
word of the Lord came to Nathan: ñGo and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to 
build me a house to live in? I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my   
people Israel: and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before 
you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. ñAnd I will appoint a 
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no 
more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my 
people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. ñMoreover the Lord declares to you, David, that 
the Lord will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will 
raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. ñI 
will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 
before me; your throne, David, shall be established forever.ò 

 
RESPONSORIAL 89:1-2. 3-4. 26+28 R. I will sing forever of the goodness of the Lord. 
 

I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all 
generations. I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness is as firm as the    
heavens. R. 
 

You said, ñI have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to my servant David: I will establish 
your descendants forever, and build your throne for all generations.ò R. 
 

He shall cry to me, ñYou are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation!ò Forever I will keep my 
steadfast love for him, and my covenant with him will stand firm. R. 
 

SECOND READING Romans 16:25-27 The mystery, so long held secret, is now revealed to all. 
 

To God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ,          
according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and 
through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal 
God, to bring about the obedience of faithð to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the  
glory forever! Amen. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 1:38 Alleluia, alleluia! I am the servant of the Lord: let it be done to me      
according to your word. Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL Luke 1:26-38 You will conceive in your womb and bear a son.  
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in      
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David. The virginôs name was Mary. And the 
angel came to Mary and said, ñGreetings, favoured one! The Lord is with 
you.ò But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort 
of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ñDo not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. ñHe will be great, 
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.ò Mary said to the 
angel, ñHow can this be, since I am a virgin?ò The angel said to her, 
ñThe Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will 
be called Son of God. ñAnd now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was 
said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.ò Then Mary 
said, ñHere am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.ò Then the angel departed 
from her. 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Is 7:14 Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his name will be called 
Emmanuel. 

HELEN KNIGHT 

Senior Property Consultant 

Why pay more commission with other 
agents? Sell your home for 1.5% plus gst      

    available to all parishioners and friends. 

    Working for our community. 

    Call me for a FREE appraisal of your home. 
    0407 734 746    helen@ballrealty.com.au 

WAHOO HOME MAINTENANCE &                 
LAWN MOWING SERVICES  
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PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH   

OFFICE IF YOU WISH  

TO  ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE 
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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND DECEASED 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Celena McGovern, Nicanor B Cadawas, Elsa Hoerler, Denise Brosnan 

ANNIVERSARIES: Helen Mary Regan, Harold Patrick Regan, Anne Sutton, Ross Michael Bycroft 
SICK LIST: Elizabeth Cologurie, Ann Morrison, Mary Cruickshanks, Gwen Zeitzen, Tony Collett, Val Wolfenden, 

Ben Cebuliak, Marilyn Rodgers, Frank Hewitt, Anthony Donellan, Dolores Kilian, Nora M Cadawas, Robert 
Duff, Mary Ann Boeheme, John Nekvapal, Rita Ryan, Maureen  .Currie, Brian Walker, Harry Hunter, Matthew  
Taylor, Margaret Wiersma, Madeline Hodgetts, Erin Mehmet, Nancy Kelly, Tamara Toms, Cathy Hewitt, Baby 
Charlie Shirran, Bernie Pack, Kevin OôDonnell, Elizabeth   Norris, Stephen Deshaies, Patricia Ryder, Kathy 
Pearman, Ken Hannam, Kelly Blount, Gail Callaghan, Pistang Retute, Philip Egan, Vanessa Pritchard, Carol 
Johnston, Anne & Albert Chandler 

PRAYER:  O Lord Jesus Christ, rest your weary ones, bless your dying ones, soothe your suffering ones, pity your 
afflicted ones, shield your joyous ones, and all for your loveôs sake.  Amen.   (St Augustine) 
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