Parish News
The little prayer I suggest you to say after Communion:
I belong entirely to you, and all that I have is yours.
I take you for my all. O Jesus, give me your heart.
On behalf of the Parish, I would like to thank everyone of you who have helped the Parish and School
Communities in many ways during the year 2017. May the Lord reward you for your wonderful generosity. I
pray that you will keep on giving the Parish the best you have. May God’s blessings visit your life and home
and overshadow you with abundance this Christmas and New Year. Fr. John Khoai.
Christmas Mass Times:
24th Dec Sunday: Christmas Night Solemnity
6 pm. Christmas Story & Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord
9 pm. Christmas Solemnity
th
25 Dec Monday: Christmas Day Solemnity
9.30 am. Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord.
5.30 pm. Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord.

Weekly Diary : 18th - 23rd December 2017
Monday 18th
Tuesday 19th

: 08.00 am. Mass, followed by Novena
: 08.00 am. Mass, followed Eucharistic Adoration & Confessions.
:10.30 am. Anointing Service at Bay View Tricare Center.

Wednesday 20th

: 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary.
: 4.00 pm. Rehearsal of Nativity Play with costumes
: 11.00 am. Funeral of Bishop John Gerry held at St. Stephen’s Cathedral
: 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary.
: 4.00 pm. Final Rehearsal of Nativity Play with costumes
: 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary.

Thursday 21st
Friday 22nd
Saturday 23rd
Saturday 23rd
Sunday 24th

The 1st Evening Sunday Mass of January will be on the 07th at 5.30 pm. : Sunday of Epiphany B.

Mass Duty Roster : December 23rd/24th 2017
Lectors
June Molloy
Clive Broughton

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
Helen Topham, Rino Serra
Rachelle Broughton, Clive Broughton

7.00am
Trudy Andrews

Kristian Braeuer
Asha Cameron

Rose Hessen, Jackie Cameron, Margaret McNamara
Michael Nicholson, Danielle Carter

9.00am
Ronnie Wilson

Ronnie Wilson
Julius De Luna

John Lynch, Pam Nelson
Jane Howard, Marie Roberts

Servers
Mia

Brianna & Ashley
John & Matthew

Last Weekend’s Thanksgiving Program
Next Week’s Counting Team: No. 4 (27/12/2017)
1st Collection
2nd Collection
Piety Shop
$1327.40
$1234.35
$55.00
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: 4.00 pm. Confessions
: 5.30 pm.
: 4th Sunday of Advent B
: 07.00 am. + 09.00 am. : 4th Sunday of Advent B
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If we are generous in our giving, and if all of us are prepared to share the load,
then together we can help our Parish to move forward. (Fr. John Khoai)
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Third Sunday of Advent Year B 17th Dec 2017—Issue No. 251

JOHN, A GENUINE MAN OF ADVENT
The Jewish authorities sent the priests and Levites to cross-question John. In their eyes
John was in fact a priest, as he was the son of Zacharias, a priest. So it was natural that the
priests should come to find out why he was behaving in such an unusual way.
Behind the emissaries of the Pharisees was the Sanhedrin whose function was to
deal with any man who was suspected of being a false prophet. John did not conform to
the normal idea of a priest neither of a preacher. John’s announcement about the Messiah
did not conform to any expectation of the people. Most of the people expected one who
would be a great national champion to lead the armies of the Jews as conquerors over all
the world. Some expected a supernatural figure straight from God.
What made the matter still more strange was John’s baptism. An Israelite was never
baptised. He was God’s already, and did not need to be baptised. Only Gentiles had to be
washed in baptism. By making Israelites do what only Gentiles had to do, John was
suggesting that the chosen people had to be cleansed. That was precisely what the Pharisee
were puzzled about.
John’s function was to be only the preparer of the way. Any greatness he had came
from the greatness of the one whose coming he foretold. He said: “I am not worthy to
untie the straps of his sandals.” To untie the straps of sandals was slaves’ job. There was a
Rabbinic saying which said that a disciple might do for his master anything that a servant
did, except only to untie his sandals. That was too menial a service for even a disciple to
render. That means that the One is coming whose slave John is not fit to be! John said,
“The King is coming. And for his coming, you need to be cleansed as much as any Gentile.
Prepare yourself for the entry into history of the King.”
John is the great example of the man prepared to obliterate himself in order that
Jesus Christ may be seen. He was only, as he saw it, a finger-post pointing to Christ. God
gives us grace to forget ourselves and to remember only Christ.
Genuine Man of Advent: “A man sent by God, whose name was John, came as a
witness… so that everyone might believe...” We are to be aware with a clear conscience, of
our true identity as well as of our task assigned by God when we read these lines. In fact,
we are God’s messengers.
Like John the Baptist, we are sent into the world to enlighten our fellow human
beings to the fact that truth, honesty, unselfishness, pure love are life-giving and liberating.
We are called to pour pure water of forgiveness on unforgiving world.
Anointed with divine life, we can prepare the way to the Lord. Like John the
Baptist, we are granted the privilege of being a voice crying in the wilderness, an
unpopular voice that calls us to give up success and praise. But it is a voice that speaks of
a human life that is more than instant satisfaction, but is everlasting. It is a voice
expressing the love of the Father that the Messiah is bringing. It calls us to be with him
now and forever.
Fr. John Khoái

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING Isaiah 61:1-11 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord.
The servant of the Lord said: “The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed
me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour. “I will
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the
garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. “For as the earth brings forth
its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.”

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND DECEASED
RECENTLY DECEASED: Celena McGovern, Nicanor B Cadawas, Elsa Hoerler, Denise Brosnan
ANNIVERSARIES: Anne Sutton, Ross Michael Bycroft
SICK LIST: Ann Morrison, Mary Cruickshanks, Gwen Zeitzen, Tony Collett, Val Wolfenden, Ben Cebuliak, Mari-

lyn Rodgers, Frank Hewitt, Anthony Donellan, Dolores Kilian, Nora M Cadawas, Robert Duff, Mary Ann Boeheme, John Nekvapal, Rita Ryan, Maureen .Currie, Brian Walker, Harry Hunter, Matthew Taylor, Margaret
Wiersma, Madeline Hodgetts, Erin Mehmet, Nancy Kelly, Tamara Toms, Cathy Hewitt, Baby Charlie Shirran,
Bernie Pack, Kevin O’Donnell, Elizabeth Norris, Stephen Deshaies, Patricia Ryder, Kathy Pearman, Ken
Hannam, Kelly Blount, Gail Callaghan, Pistang Retute, Philip Egan, Vanessa Pritchard, Carol Johnston, Anne
& Albert Chandler
PRAYER: O Lord Jesus Christ, rest your weary ones, bless your dying ones, soothe your suffering ones, pity your
afflicted ones, shield your joyous ones, and all for your love’s sake. Amen. (St Augustine)

RESPONSORIAL CANTICLE Lk 1:47-54 R. My soul rejoices in my God.
My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has looked with
favour on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed. R.
For the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who
fear him from generation to generation. R.

NEW! MEMORIALS IN THE COLUMBARIUM
PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE
IF YOU WISH TO ADVERTISE
IN THIS SPACE

The Lord has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy. R.

We can now offer spaces for a memorial plaque to
honour a loved one or family who are buried
elsewhere.
Contact Jean Di Benedetto via Parish office for
details.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 May your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
My brothers and sisters, rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of
prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. May the
God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound
and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will
do this.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 4:18 Alleluia, Alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent
me to bring Good News to the poor. Alleluia!
GOSPEL John 1:6-8.19-28 Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming
after me.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him. He himself was
not the light, but he came to testify to the light. This is
the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”
He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am
not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then?
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the
prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him,
“Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who
sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I
am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make
straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah
said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They
asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the
prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not
know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took
place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON Is 35:4 Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. Behold, our
God will come, and he will save us.

HELEN KNIGHT
Senior Property Consultant
Why pay more commission with other
agents? Sell your home for 1.5% plus gst available
to all parishioners and friends.
Working for our community.
Call me for a FREE appraisal of your home.
0407 734 746 helen@ballrealty.com.au

WAHOO HOME MAINTENANCE &
LAWN MOWING SERVICES
Parishioners of Holy Family Parish.
Contact Robert Pelleri 0407730412
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Hopewell Hospice
Hospice care for the terminally ill, providing 24 hour
Palliative care and short term Respite care for loved
ones. For more information, phone 5563 2930.

