Parish News
Our local St. Vincent De Paul Conference will hold its Annual Christmas Appeal this weekend. by way of a
Retiring Collection. Envelopes are placed on your seats. You may wish to drop them in the collection plates or
hand it in to the Parish Office. Tax deductible receipts will be issued to those providing a name & address.
Christmas gathering: The Parish Council, along with Fr John extend to all parishioners an invitation to join us for a
Christmas get together on Friday evening 15 December at 6pm. All drinks will be provided, however, we
would appreciate anyone who is attending to please bring along a plate of 'Finger Food' to share. Please mark
this date in your diaries. We would love to see as many of our parishioners as possible in attendance.
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Christmas Celebrations Times
th

24 Dec Sunday: Christmas Night Solemnity
6 pm. Christmas Story & Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord
9 pm. Christmas Solemnity
th
25 Dec Monday: Christmas Day Solemnity
9.30 am. Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord.
5.30 pm. Solemnity of Nativity of the Lord.
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Weekly Diary : 11th - 16th December 2017
Monday 11th
Tuesday 12th

: 08.00 am. Mass, followed by Novena
: 08.00 am. Mass, followed Eucharistic Adoration.
: 08.30– 09.30 am. Confessions
:10.30 am. Anointing Mass at Arcare Aged Center Hope Island.

Wednesday 13th
Thursday 14th

: 09.30 am. Memorial of Saint Lucy, virgin, martyr, followed by Rosary.
: 09.30 am. Memorial of St John of the Cross, priest, doctor, followed by Rosary
& CCC Prayer Group (last session in 2017)
: 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary.
: 09.30 am. Mass, followed by Rosary.

Friday 15th
Saturday 16th
Saturday 16th
Sunday 17th

www.holyfamilyrunawaybay.org.au

: 4.00 pm. Confessions
: 5.30 pm.
: 3rd Sunday of Advent B
: 07.00 am. + 09.00 am. : 3rd Sunday of Advent B

st

th

The 1 Evening Sunday Mass of January will be on the 07 at 5.30 pm. : Sunday of Epiphany B.

Mass Duty Roster : December 16th /17th 2017
Mass Co-ordinator
Lectors
5.30pm
Rachelle Broughton
Pierrette & Rino June Molloy

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
Rachelle Broughton, Clive Broughton, Pierrette Serra
Helen Topham, Dot Baker

7.00am
Trudy Andrews

Christine McDougall
Trudy Andrews

Rose Hessen, Margaret McNamara, Michael Nicholson
Colleen McCormack, Celine Lobb

9.00am
Michael Laidler

Jane Howard
Rose Lopez

John Lynch, Pam Nelson
Denise Moar, Marie Roberts

Servers
Mia Braun
Brianna & Ashley
Matthew Cook

Last Weekend’s Thanksgiving Program
Next Week’s Counting Team: No. 3 (18/12/17)
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If we are generous in our giving, and if all of us are prepared to share the load,
then together we can help our Parish to move forward. (Fr. John Khoai)
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Second Sunday of Advent Year B 10th Dec 2017—Issue No. 250

THE HERALD
Advent is a time when we celebrate the coming of the Kingdom of God. The
word Advent is from the Latin ad (to) and venire (come), which translates into “to come
to.” To whom does it come? To us. What is coming? God’s Kingdom. It is what we pray
in the Our Father: “Thy Kingdom come!” Advent has twofold character:
 a season to prepare for Christmas when Christ’s first coming to us.
 a season when that remembrance directs the mind and heart to await Christ’s
second coming at the end of time. Advent is thus a period for devout and joyful
expectation.
“Within the cycle of a year, the Church unfolds the whole of the mystery of Christ,
from his Incarnation and Birth until his Ascension, the Pentecost, and the expectation of
blessed hope and of the Lord’s Return. In celebrating this annual cycle of Christ’s
mysteries, the Church honours with special love Mary, the Mother of God, who is joined
by an inseparable bond to the saving work of her Son. In her the Church holds up and
admires the most excellent effect of the redemption and joyfully contemplates that which
the Church itself desires and hopes wholly to be.” (Vatican II, Sacrosanctum Concilium
102,104)
As herald of Jesus’ person and power, John the Baptist is featured in today’s Gospel as
secondary and subordinate. His role is introductory and temporary as that of a slave
bearing Pharaoh’s sandal.
For this reason, when people sought him out and asked if he was the Messiah, the
powerful preacher said in response that he was no more than a “voice” which had come
“to prepare the way of the Lord.” Without taking any of the glory himself, he, first and
foremost, was a man who prepared the way for the Lord. When he saw Jesus passing by,
he said to the disciples, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”
His vocation is to diminish himself so that the Lord may grow in the souls of others.
The way which John has been mandated to prepare is not to be understood in the
geographical, topographical sense but in the moral sense of a new way of life. John’s
preaching of judgment, repentance and forgiveness of sin challenged his listeners to turn to
the Lord and to rethink their way of life.
The interior moral cleansing of the people is expressed by an external sign, John’s
baptism. Just as the first Israel had learned of God by her passing through the waters of the
Reed Sea and in the desert, so too the new Israel, the new people of God, were first to
learn of him in John’s baptism and in his wilderness preaching.
John’s clothing and food which are reminiscent of those of Elijah, implicitly allude
to his role of prophet. Elijah would return in the person of John to announce the day of the
Messiah. Locusts in the Old Testament are regarded as the Lord’s instruments of judgment
since they are agents of bitter and punishing destruction. Honey signifies peace and plenty
and is a symbol of God’s comfort and reward. Locusts and honey are mentioned not
merely to describe John’s menu but to announce the double nature of the Gospel, to which
the Baptizer acted a forerunner. Like locusts, the Gospel would judge between people; and
like honey, Jesus’ words and works would bring peace and comfort to the just.
Fr. John Khoái

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has
served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. A
voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see
it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem,
herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord
God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and
gently lead the mother sheep.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND DECEASED
RECENTLY DECEASED: Celena McGovern, Nicanor B Cadawas, Elsa Hoerler, Denise Brosnan
ANNIVERSARIES: Anne Sutton, Ross Michael Bycroft
SICK LIST: Ann Morrison, Mary Cruickshanks, Gwen Zeitzen, Tony Collett, Val Wolfenden, Ben Cebuliak, Mari-

lyn Rodgers, Frank Hewitt, Anthony Donellan, Dolores Kilian, Nora M Cadawas, Robert Duff, Mary Ann Boeheme, John Nekvapal, Rita Ryan, Maureen .Currie, Brian Walker, Harry Hunter, Matthew Taylor, Margaret
Wiersma, Madeline Hodgetts, Erin Mehmet, Nancy Kelly, Tamara Toms, Cathy Hewitt, Baby Charlie Shirran,
Bernie Pack, Kevin O’Donnell, Elizabeth Norris, Stephen Deshaies, Patricia Ryder, Kathy Pearman, Ken
Hannam, Kelly Blount, Gail Callaghan, Pistang Retute, Philip Egan, Vanessa Pritchard, Carol Johnston, Anne
& Albert Chandler
PRAYER: O Lord Jesus Christ, rest your weary ones, bless your dying ones, soothe your suffering ones, pity your
afflicted ones, shield your joyous ones, and all for your love’s sake. Amen. (St Augustine)
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM 85:8-13 R. Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people. Surely his salvation is at
hand for those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land. R.
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other. Faithfulness will
spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down from the sky. R.
The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. Righteousness will go before him, and
will make a path for his steps. R.
SECOND READING 2 Peter 3:8-15 We wait for new heavens and a new earth.
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years
are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you,
not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and
then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth
and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of
holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his
promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved,
while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and
regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 3:4.6 Alleluia. Alleluia! Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia!
GOSPEL Mark 1:1-8 Prepare the way of the Lord.
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will
prepare your way; the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of
the Lord, make his paths straight. ”
John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now
John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Bar 5:5.4:36 Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and behold the joy which
comes to you from God.

HELEN KNIGHT
Senior Property Consultant
Why pay more commission with other
agents? Sell your home for 1.5% plus gst available
to all parishioners and friends.
Working for our community.
Call me for a FREE appraisal of your home.
0407 734 746 helen@ballrealty.com.au

WAHOO HOME MAINTENANCE &
LAWN MOWING SERVICES
Parishioners of Holy Family Parish.
Contact Robert Pelleri 0407730412
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Hopewell Hospice
Hospice care for the terminally ill, providing 24 hour
Palliative care and short term Respite care for loved ones.
For more information, phone 5563 2930.

